RUTH POINTER

Biography

Ruth began her formal vocal training as director of the junior choir in her father's church, The Church of God in West Oakland, California. She went on to achieve worldwide fame and secured a place in pop music history as one-third of the dynamic Pointer Sisters! Their first performance in Los Angeles at the Troubadour club was hailed by critics for its versatility and range and called The Pointer Sisters "the most exciting thing to hit show business in years." Their 1973 debut album gave us the singles, “Yes We Can, Can,“ which reached #11on Billboard magazine's pop singles chart; a second single, "Wang Dang Doodle," also charted. The album was certified gold and the group had become the most talked-about new act of the year. 

The following year, the sisters released That's A Plenty, an album that included a bona-fide country-western tune, "Fairytale," written by the sisters. The single hit big on both the country and pop charts. As a result, the sisters became the first black female group to ever perform at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tennessee. They also became the first contemporary act to perform at the San Francisco Opera House and released a live recording of the performance. In 1975, "Fairytale" won the sisters their first Grammy Award, for Best Country Performance by a Duo or Group with Elvis Presley later covering the tune. That year, the Pointers released their fourth album for Blue Thumb. Entitled Steppin', the record included "How Long (Betcha Got A Chick On The Side)"; co-written by the sisters, it went top 20 on the pop charts and sailed all the way to #1 on R&B. In 1976, the sisters hit the big screen, joining Richard Pryor in the film, Car Wash. "You Gotta Believe" which was featured on the film's soundtrack, rose up the R&B charts. In 1977, the Pointer Sisters released Having a Party, their last album for Blue Thumb and their last album as a quartet. That year Bonnie left the group and signed with Motown Records.  But it was just the beginning for Ruth and her sisters.

In an effort to change their style, the sisters signed with Planet Records and teamed up with Richard Perry, a well-known producer who had previously worked with such artists as Barbara Streisand and Carly Simon. Together, they decided to record a rock 'n roll album. The group's debut single, Bruce Springsteen's "Fire," went all the way to #2 on the pop charts and went gold. Boosted by "Fire," the Energy album was certified gold and went on to spawn another top single with "Happiness." A year later, the Pointers released Priority, which consisted entirely of cover songs by high-profile rock acts. It again proved that the Pointer Sisters could master any musical style--and harmonize like no one else, as evidenced by standouts such as "Dreaming As One."

In 1980, the group released the gold-certified Special Things; it featured the song "He's So Shy" that went to #3 and gold status. In 1981, the group released Black & White, which included one of the biggest hits of the year, "Slow Hand." The single topped out at #2 on the Billboard charts, and became an anthem for women across the country. Next up, "Should I Do It" climbed to #13, and the album was certified gold. In 1982, the group released So Excited; its first single, "American Music," hit #16, while the follow-up, "I'm So Excited," reached #30.

Alas, the title of their next record summed up exactly what the trio was about to do: Break Out. Upon its release, Stereo Review called the new album "the Pointer Sisters at their sassiest, brassiest, up-tempo best." Its first single was "I Need You," a smooth R&B ballad that boasted the tender harmonies of all three sisters--but when Ruth took the lead for "Automatic," her deeper-than-deep vocals practically leapt off the vinyl, and helped the single go all the way to #5. The Pointer Sisters landed all over MTV, becoming one of the first black acts to be played in heavy rotation. "Jump(for my love)" raced to #3 on the pop charts. Record company executives gave “I’m So Excited” (written by the sisters) another shot at the top. The single finally hit the Top 10 and became a Pointer classic and was added to the Break Out album over a year into its shelf life.  To date, the song has been played over 2.5 million times on radio.  Paramount Pictures included "Neutron Dance" in their film, Beverly Hills Cop, starring Eddie Murphy. "Neutron Dance," featuring Ruth's gospel-spiked shouts, rose to #6 on the pop charts as its video dominated MTV. Finally, Break Out spawned a sixth single, "Baby Come And Get It." The success of the album earned the sisters two Grammy Awards (Best Vocal by a Duo or Group for "Jump" and Best Vocal Arrangement for "Automatic”) and two American Music Awards. Eventually, Break Out was certified triple-platinum, making it the biggest selling album of the Pointer Sisters' career.

While they toured heavily and made countless television appearances, the group made a move to RCA Records, which released the Contact album in 1985. The set's first single, "Dare Me," hit #11 and was accompanied by another stylish video that established the Pointer Sisters as trendsetters for a whole new generation. Within three weeks of its release, Contact was certified platinum, and the group went on to win another American Music Award for Best Video Group.

In late 1986, the Pointer Sisters released their second album on RCA, Hot Together, which spawned a top 40 hit with "Goldmine." The Pointers helped promote the album in 1987 by hitting prime time with their first television network special, Up All Night, featuring the sisters touring Los Angeles night spots with guest stars Whoopi Goldberg, Bruce Willis and The McGuire Sisters. Later that year, they contributed “Be There” to the soundtrack of Beverly Hills Cop II. The single hit the upper half of Billboard's pop chart and helped the soundtrack album attain multi-platinum status.

A year later, they debuted a harder street edge with Serious Slammin', their final album for RCA Records. Immediately, fans and critics hailed it as the strongest of the sisters' four releases for RCA. People magazine, for one, proclaimed the album a "delight" and called the Pointers "the best R&B female group of the '80s." That same year, Ruth made a solo contribution to Disney’s animated feature, Oliver and Company, with the song “Streets of Gold”.

In 1990, they released their debut on Motown, Right Rhythm, which featured a mixture of hip-hop, street sounds and their trademark harmonies. It was the first time the sisters served as executive producers and the album's first single, "Friends Advice (Don't Take It)," hit the top 40 on the R&B charts. A remix of "Insanity" took the club world by storm and shot to the Top 5 on Billboard's dance charts.

1993 marked the Pointer Sisters 20th year in the recording industry, and they helped celebrate the anniversary with a new album, entitled, Only Sisters Can Do That, on SBK Records. All three sisters wrote material for the album. Once again, fans and critics alike sang the record's praises--Entertainment Weekly, for one, called the album “catchier than En Vogue or Janet Jackson" and proclaimed it "the catchiest Sisters set since 1984's hit-packed Break Out."

1994 was a monumental year: Ruth and her sisters teamed up with Clint Black to record a cover of "Chain of Fools" for MCA's Rhythm, Country & Blues, which was certified platinum. A massive crowd swarmed to Hollywood Boulevard to see the ladies finally receive a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, an event proclaimed "Pointer Sisters Day" in Hollywood.  That same day, it was announced that the group would begin a world-wide tour of the Fats Waller musical, Ain't Misbehavin'. They toured with the show for 46 weeks and recorded a cast album that was hailed by critics. The sisters went on to be honored on the Soul of American Music Awards and were also inducted into the Soul Train Hall of Fame. They also performed a special concert at the White House for then President Clinton. In 1996, they were one of the legendary acts that performed at the closing ceremony of the Olympics in Atlanta, and the group was saluted with Fire--The Very Best of the Pointer Sisters, a 36-song anthology that chronicled the sisters' career.

Most recently, they have appeared on a variety of television specials including Dick Clark’s 50th Anniversary Special and ABC’s Disco Ball, where their performance brought the house down. In addition, the sisters have performed with some of the greatest symphony orchestras in the world, including San Francisco, Jacksonville and Atlanta’s symphony orchestra for a PBS Christmas Special. The Pointer Sisters also joined the renowned Boston Pops on the A&E Special, “Pop Goes the Fourth”, which was nominated for a Cable Ace Award. A recent tour with Night of the Proms, which spanned over 50 sold-out performances throughout Germany, Holland and Belgium, has secured the group many more successful tours in Europe, commencing this spring.

Ruth and her sisters have been nominated for ten Grammy Awards - winning three, and three American Music Awards, inducted into the NAACP Hall of Fame and Soul Train Hall of Fame. Today, Ruth finds time for philanthropic causes that are close to her heart, such as the Special Olympics and Best Buddies. She has even enlisted herself as an International Spokesperson for the USO.  She still maintains a busy touring schedule and performs all over the world. Best of all, Ruth Pointer enjoys a career that has been filled with endless applause, countless awards and legendary performances. 

